Race & Culture Through Hip-Hop

Mr. Pond

Room 321
Showtime!
Each class you will have a throwdown—a battle—with me,  yours truly, the hostest with the mostest!  I will come armed with a hip-hop track that relates to the topic of the day and will challenge one of you to battle me with a track that you chose.   Here’s how it will work:

1. The challenger brings in an mp3 or cd with a hip-hop track of his/her choice.  The track must be related to the topic of the day!

2. The challenger will pass out the lyrics to all classmates and MC Manatee (me).

3. The challenger will play their track and then explain why they thought the track was relevant.  The audience will listen, take notes and jot down questions.

4. MC Manatee will follow steps two and three

5. Both contestants will face the firing squad (the audience) as they pose tough questions about how our tracks connect with class.

6. The audience will vote on a winner for our “battle.”  

7. If I win, I retain my hip-hop crown and the challenger must give me three salams while chanting “I’m not worthy”

8. If the challenger wins, I surrender my crown, comeback as challenger and award 5 bonus points to the new hip-hop king or queen.
Each battle is worth 50 points.  Here’s the breakdown:

10 points

· Bringing a topic relevant hip-hop track to play

· Bringing PRINTED class copies of the lyrics for classmates to view (sharing is ok)

10 points

· Presenting a brief (3-5 minute) oral argument for why you feel your track connects well with the topic of the day

· Speaking clearly, audibly, knowledgeably, and confidently about your track and the class topic

30 points

· Turning in a typed 1.5-2 page analysis of your track

· Paper should be proofread and spell-checked with 12 point font and 1” margins

· Paper should describe the track and make an argument for how it is relevant to the topic of the day (for example: if the topic is “social mobility” make sure your paper connects your selected track with issues of classism or similar…)

· Paper should have a brief introduction and conclusion
